
 
MEMBERSHIP BENEFITS 

 
We are a membership organization committed to supporting area businesses, organizations, 
communities, and individuals in building a strong, sustainable business environment throughout Barry 
County. Working with partners at every level, we take a forward-thinking approach to attracting, 
retaining, and supporting business growth while preserving the natural assets that make our county 
unique. 
 
All businesses are welcome to engage in the conversation, but membership benefits are reserved 
exclusively for Chamber members. 
 
Not a member yet? Join today — your business is our business. 

 
A–Z MEMBER BENEFITS  
 
Barry Bucks – 
Members benefit from a local currency program that keeps dollars circulating within Barry County. Barry 
Bucks are available in $5 increments, customizable for gifts or rewards, and redeemable at participating 
member businesses—never expiring and supporting local spending. 
 
Bioeconomy Innovation & Sustainability Advantage – 
Members gain visibility and opportunities through Barry County’s emerging bioeconomy initiatives, 
which attract investment, encourage sustainable practices, and position the community for future 
growth in green industries. 
 
Business Credibility & Consumer Trust – 
Members benefit from increased public confidence; national data shows consumers are significantly 
more likely to trust and purchase from Chamber-affiliated businesses. Membership signals 
professionalism and community commitment, strengthening your competitive advantage. 
 
Business Fitness Checkup – 
Members gain access to tools and resources that help evaluate business strengths and opportunities, 
supporting improved performance, growth, and long-term sustainability. 
 
Business Referrals – 
Members receive priority referrals when the Chamber/EDA responds to walk-ins, phone calls, emails, 
and requests for local recommendations—putting member businesses first in front of customers and 
community partners. 
 
Business Resources – 
Members of BCCEDA automatically receive a free membership with the Small Business Association of 
Michigan. This provides access to trusted guidance, training, and support through strong partnerships 
with the SBDC, SBA, West Michigan Works!, MEDC, the Michigan and U.S. Chambers, MEDA, CEDAM, 
local governments, foundations, and higher education institutions. Through these connections, members 
can receive referrals to SCORE mentors and other resources designed to help businesses start, grow, and 



thrive. 
 
Certificates of Origin – 
Members at the Community Partner and Community Leader levels receive complimentary Certificates of 
Origin, supporting efficient, compliant international trade operations. 
 
Chamber Website – 
Members benefit from increased online visibility through a searchable directory, event listings, job 
postings, member-to-member deals, and direct website links. The ChamberMaster platform enhances 
members’ search engine performance, improving discoverability, and driving customer engagement. 
 
Community Commitment & Local Investment – 
Members strengthen the economic health of Barry County by supporting an organization that reinvests 
directly into local businesses, talent development, infrastructure, and community vitality. Membership 
dollars drive programs and projects that improve the places where employees live, customers shop, and 
businesses grow—ensuring local investment stays local and benefits the entire community. 
 
Community Growth & Economic Development Impact – 
Members benefit from countywide initiatives in housing, childcare expansion, broadband deployment, 
workforce development, infrastructure planning, and quality-of-life improvements that strengthen the 
local economy and expand the customer base for all businesses. 
 
Community Leadership Development – 
Members gain opportunities for professional and civic growth through leadership development 
programs in partnership with Leadership Barry County and other initiatives that strengthen community 
leadership capacity. 
 
Data & Market Insights – 
Members receive access to economic reports, demographic trends, labor market information, and 
mobility insights—including Placer.ai analytics—to support informed decision-making, site planning, 
marketing strategy, and investment planning. 
 
Discounts – 
Members enjoy exclusive savings through SBAM’s business services, HR and legal tools, insurance 
programs, and compliance resources. Additional discounts include Member-to-Member deals, Hot 
Deals, Marketplace offerings, use of the Chamber’s bulk mailing permit, discounted Chamber event 
rates, and a 20% tuition discount through Davenport University. 
 
Educational Opportunities – 
Members access business development and professional learning opportunities through Success in Sixty 
events, the Educational Speaker Series, Legislative Luncheons, the Economic Summit, the annual 
Leadership Conference, partner webinars, and customized training sessions. 
 
Electronic Newsletter – 
Members receive a monthly e-newsletter with local news, business updates, community information, 
and opportunities to promote their own events and announcements. 
 
Grant Support & Funding Navigation – 
Members gain assistance identifying relevant grants and funding opportunities, along with letters of 
support and regional partner connections. The Chamber/EDA helps members pursue funding aligned 
with business, workforce, or community development priorities. 
 



 
Information Hub Visibility – 
Members benefit from increased brand exposure by displaying brochures, flyers, and business cards in 
the Chamber office and at Chamber/EDA events, reaching residents, visitors, new families, and potential 
customers. 
 
Infrastructure Support – 
Members gain from Chamber/EDA advocacy and coordination on broadband expansion, water and 
sewer extensions, utility improvements, and transportation enhancements that enable business 
expansion and community development. 
 
Legislative Advocacy & Education – 
Members receive updates and representation on issues affecting business, including workforce 
development, CTE funding, housing, childcare, taxation, and regulation. Members also gain exclusive 
access to Legislator Roundtables and policy discussions with elected officials. 
 
Membership Directory – 
Members are included in the annual print directory—distributed countywide, at welcome centers, rest 
areas, events, expos, and by request—and listed both alphabetically and by business category, with 
additional advertising opportunities available. 
 
Membership List – 
Members may request an up-to-date membership list with contact information (excluding email 
addresses) at no cost for networking and outreach purposes. 
 
Network Building Opportunities – 
Members connect through Business Mixers, the Annual Dinner & Awards Celebration, the Annual Golf 
Open, the Business & Community Expo, Barry County BrewFest, the Economic Summit, and more. 
Members also engage in workforce and industry networking through CareerFest, job fairs, reverse job 
fairs, Developer Days, and referral meetings. 
 
Placemaking & Community Vibrancy – 
Members benefit from community enhancements including downtown improvements, public art, 
outdoor recreation investments, beautification projects, and signature events like Barry County 
BrewFest, all of which increase visitor activity and support local commerce. 
 
Promotional Opportunities – 
Members receive priority access to sponsorships, advertising, event hosting, Business Mixers, 
educational sessions, newsletter spotlights, social media highlights, ribbon cuttings, directory features, 
and other promotional platforms that expand visibility and reach. 
 
Public Notary – 
Members receive complimentary Notary services for business needs. 
 
Regional & Statewide Representation – 
Members benefit from having the Chamber/EDA represent Barry County in regional, statewide, and 
national initiatives—ensuring local business needs inform policy, funding decisions, and economic 
development strategies. 
 
 
 
 



Relationship-Driven Business Growth – 
Members gain from the trust, familiarity, and goodwill that strengthen business relationships and open 
doors to new opportunities. Research consistently shows that people prefer to do business with those 
they know, like, and trust. Through regular networking, collaboration, and shared community 
engagement, members expand authentic connections that naturally lead to referrals, partnerships, and 
increased business opportunities. 
 
Site Selection & Business Attraction Support – 
Members benefit from increased economic activity through the Chamber/EDA’s efforts to attract new 
businesses, developers, and investors to Barry County, expanding the customer base and strengthening 
the local economy. 
 
Tourism Promotion & Visitor Engagement – 
Members gain visibility from countywide tourism marketing efforts, including visitor guides, regional 
campaigns, digital promotions, and welcome-center distribution—that attract visitors and stimulate 
spending in local businesses. 
 
Wellness, Outdoors & Community Enrichment – 
Members benefit from community wellness and recreation initiatives, including parks, trails, outdoor 
amenities, and community garden projects that improve quality of life and help attract and retain 
workforce talent. 
 
Workforce Pipeline & CTE Support – 
Members benefit from stronger local talent pipelines through partnerships with schools, CTE programs, 
the Barry County Career Consortium, IGNITE Lab, and employer engagement events that connect 
students and job seekers with local businesses. 

 
Additional Benefits – 
If members need a service not listed, the Chamber/EDA will help or connect them with someone who 
can. 

 


