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Second Annual Barry County Chamber ATHENA Award Presentation

            

The Barry County Chamber of Commerce is pleased to announce the continuation of the ATHENA Award program in Barry County.  The ATHENA Award program was created in 1982 by ATHENA Founder Martha Mayhood Mertz through her partnership with the Lansing Regional Chamber of Commerce.  The program was developed to recognize and honor outstanding business and professional individuals for excellence in their chosen field, for providing valuable service to their community and for actively assisting women in their attainment of professional goals and leadership skills.  The program has grown to include organizations in hundreds of cities worldwide and has recognized over 5,000 ATHENA Award recipients with Barry County now added to that honor.

Lani Forbes, Executive Director of the Barry County United Way was honored as the 2009 ATHENA Award Recipient and will forever hold the title as the first-ever Barry County ATHENA Award Recipient.  Forbes’ impressive leadership efforts were recognized by U.S. Congressman Vern Ehlers who submitted the ATHENA nomination.  Besides working full time for the United Way, Forbes finds time to serve the community in many ways.  For the Freeport Village Fire Department, Forbes serves as lieutenant.  She also has the distinction of being the only female fire department officer in the county.  Forbes is a founding board member of Green Gables Haven, the county’s domestic violence shelter and serves as a trustee on the Freeport Village Council.

Forbes’ daughter, Laci Forbes read a touching testimonial to the Chamber audience of over 120 guests at the Chamber Annual Dinner as prepared by her sister, Tiffany Sheely sharing the personal mentorship received from Forbes along with examples of the exemplary leadership displayed by Forbes in their everyday lives growing up.  

“It was such an honor for the Chamber to bring the ATHENA Award recognition to Barry County and Lani Forbes being selected as our first ATHENA Recipient certainly set the bar high for those to follow”, said Valerie Byrnes, President of the Barry County Chamber of Commerce.  “The application process is thorough and rigorous yet requires a personal touch to fully communicate so many qualities of a nominee.  It’s really very touching to read the nomination forms realizing the impacts the ATHENA nominees have inspired in so many lives,” Byrnes added.  

The ATHENA Leadership Model serves as the guiding principles used in selecting an ATHENA recipient.  The Model consists of eight qualities found inherently in the ways that women lead:  Live Authentically, Lean Constantly, Advocate Fiercely, Act Courageously, Foster Collaboration, Build Relationships, Give Back and Celebrate.  More information about the ATHENA Leadership Model or the 2010 Barry County ATHENA Award can be found online at www.barrychamber.com or by contacting Valerie at the Chamber of Commerce.

The Barry County ATHENA Award® Signature Sponsors are Pennock Health Services and Firstbank.  “The Chamber of Commerce was privileged to bring the ATHENA program to Barry County last year thanks to our amazing sponsors who have again stepped up to sponsor this internationally acclaimed leadership program to be enjoyed and celebrated in Barry County,”  noted Byrnes.   

Nominations are now being accepted for the 2010 ATHENA Award through Friday, September 10, 2010.  The ATHENA Award Recipient will be announced on Tuesday, October 5, 2010 at the Chamber’s Annual Dinner.  Tickets for the dinner are available for purchase at the Chamber of Commerce.  

ATHENA Nomination forms may be obtained at the Chamber’s website at www.barrychamber.com or by contacting the Barry County Chamber of Commerce at 269/945-2454. 
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